Village of Hawthorn Woods, Illinois
Outstanding Achievement Award Nomination
Community Vitality
Population Category: Less than 10,000

Outstanding Achievement Award Nomination – Community Vitality
Hawthorn Woods is Rural by Design
On March 10, 1958, the formation of the Village of Hawthorn Woods was approved by a unanimous vote of the 71
citizens who became the original residents of our community. Hawthorn Woods became Lake County’s 31st municipality
and quickly distinguished itself as an upscale, friendly community that placed a high value on the protection of our
natural resources as we designed an estate lifestyle within the suburban region. With approximately 8,000 residents,
Hawthorn Woods remains a highly desirable place to live, work, and play in a natural setting among trees, lakes, and
parks. Hawthorn Woods is recognized for its beautiful open spaces and park amenities as well as great schools, friendly
business districts, and professional services. A full service Police Department, Public Works Department, Finance
Department, Community Development Department, and Parks and Recreation Department all work together to provide
excellence in service to the citizens, visitors, and business community of Hawthorn Woods.
The Village of Hawthorn Woods provides many recreation and leisure activities, including a senior’s group, wonderful
preschool programs, recreation classes, a summer camp, and fun for the entire family. The Village holds free concerts in
the park each Friday on summer evenings, a series of movie in the park and barn events, and offers free special events to
the residents including an annual Fall Family Fun Fest, 4th of July celebrations, and an old fashioned holiday tree lighting
ceremony complete with carolers and hot chocolate.
Just 35 miles north of the City of Chicago, Hawthorn Woods is part of a 52 city/village county that prides itself in a rural
lifestyle and an “oasis” from the city life. We support equestrian farms, homes on one-acre estates, and good oldfashioned walkable neighborhoods and parks. The coffee pot is on in Village Hall to welcome our residents. Unlike the
modern city hall structures that surround us, Hawthorn Woods has worked hard to restore and preserve an old dairy barn
as our Village Hall. We work in a barn, legislate in a barn, and serve the constituents in a barn!
The barn has become a symbol of our identity, and is
incorporated into our Village logo. It is the
centerpiece of our community, and reminds us of the
agrarian lifestyle that preceded these modern times.
The residents who move to Hawthorn Woods choose
a lifestyle that puts importance on the environment,
on preservation, on conservation and recreation
accessible to all neighborhoods.
We are Hawthorn Woods!
Hawthorn Woods is Award-Winning
#1 Safest Place in Illinois
#1 Overall Safety Rank in Illinois
#1 Small City Safety Rank in Illinois
#1 Lowest Violent Crime in Illinois
#3 Lowest Property Crime in Illinois
#4 Safest City in Illinois
#4 Best Suburb to Raise a Family
#5 Safest & Most Peaceful Place to Live in Illinois
#79 Safest Small Town in United States
Tree City USA Designation
Winner of the Be a Link. Pass the Link. Contest
#17 Most Popular Small Towns to Relocate
#2 Safest Cities in Illinois
#5 Richest Cities in Illinois
Storm Ready Community Certification
Best of the Best Awards: Best Friend of Illinois Parks
Strategic Leadership and Governance Award
Innovation Award

Source: Value Penguin, 2016
Source: Value Penguin, 2016
Source: Value Penguin, 2016
Source: Value Penguin, 2016
Source: Value Penguin, 2016
Source: National Council for Home Safety & Security, 2017
Source: Niche, 2015
Source: Only In Your State, 2015
Source: Lend EDU, 2017
The Arbor Day Foundation, 2016
United Way of Lake County, 2016
Source: MoveBudda, 2017
Source: HomeSnacks.net, 2018
Source:HomeSnacks.net, 2018
StormReady Advisory Board/US Dept. of Commerce, 2016
Illinois Association of Park Districts, 2015
International City/County Management Association, 2015
Lake County Municipal League, 2014

Hawthorn Woods supports Community Vitality

Sleigh rides at Community Park
Fourth of July Celebration at Community Park

Concerts in Community Park

Thanksgiving Craft Fair in Village Barn – the historic Village Barn is
utilized for several special events and gatherings every year.

Hawthorn Woods strives for Excellence!
Our community vitality is a direct result of the synergy and shared vision of our three key stakeholders: 1. Our engaged,
passionate, and community-focused residents and local business owners; 2. Our entrepreneurial, talented, and dedicated
Mayor and Village Board; and 3. Our professional, innovative, and energetic staff.

Residents & Local Business Owners
We acknowledge the resident volunteers who support our efforts to beautify the Village of Hawthorn Woods in every
season. As an example, Village Hall flower beds are planted and cared for by a next door neighbor, who belongs to
several garden clubs. She has taken it upon herself to give back to the community that she loves with the passion for
gardening that she loves. She lost her husband this year due to failing health, and for some time stayed in her home never
venturing out…. until spring arrived. There was a new magic in the air that brought her out of her home, and back into
her gardens that she loves. Her work with the soil, her hands on the flowers, gave her a new found spring in her step. She
was back! Our America in Bloom judges, Linda Cromer and Rod Barnes, met our wonderful neighbor and several other
resident volunteers on their visit to Hawthorn Woods. These residents are the most important contributor to our
Community Vitality.

Helen Oliveri has been a resident of Hawthorn Woods since 2005. She is also a successful realtor who maintains her
primary office in Hawthorn Woods. In 2017, Helen was honored by the Village Board with the Excellence in Action
Service Award for her enthusiastic work in the community supporting the Village’s Special Events, donating time and
resources for the enjoyment of others and promoting the Village of Hawthorn Woods through her business. Helen is a
tireless advocate of community service. At the luncheon with the America in Bloom judges, Helen shared her belief that
Hawthorn Woods is like no other community she has ever experienced. As a successful realtor, she could work and live
anywhere – but she chose Hawthorn Woods to raise her family and grow her business.

Mayor & Village Board
Our community is represented by an elected Mayor and six Village Trustees. The Village board is comprised of
entrepreneurial small business owners who serve without compensation. The board is engaged and responsive to the
community concerns, spending countless hours at community events, committee meetings, and Village board meetings.
There is a trust and communication with both the residents and the professional Village staff. The Village Board leads by
example – our mission in action – to serve the Village of Hawthorn Woods residents with excellence.
Our Mayor, Joseph Mancino also serves as president of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
and is a past president of the Lake County Municipal League representing our residents’ best
interests not only locally, but on a regional level. The Mayor and the Village Trustees host an
annual holiday luncheon for the Village staff, paid for by their own individual generosity. At
this annual luncheon, all new employees receive the Village lapel pin from the Mayor which
symbolizes our quest for excellence in service to the residents. On the front is the Village
barn, encircled by the word Excellence; and the back is engraved with the word TEAM.

Village Staff
The Village has 35 full-time employees. These employees have a wide range
of professional experience, education, and certifications. The one attribute
that we all share is a passion for serving our residents with excellence. The
Village staff enthusiasm for excellence is contagious. With the support of the
Village Board, we have built a team that transcends government as usual –
we are a work family. We genuinely care for each other and are vested in one
another’s success.
The Village team volunteers at community events and is actively engaged in
community service. We proudly display our Village lapel pins as a constant
reminder to strive for excellence, even when no one is watching. Each year at
our annual golf outing fundraiser, we provide the team with coordinating
attire. This symbol of our team unity was displayed during our America in
Bloom visit. Our Police department is actively engaged with community
policing and focuses on gorging positive relationships with our residents. We
implemented an innovative community partnership where the local Culvers
donated gift certificates for free ice cream that our police officers can use to
award children in the community when they engage in safe behaviors such as
wearing a bike helmet. Our work environment is unique; we cherish this
vibrant, connected, supportive, passionate culture that we have created. The
hours are long, but the positive results for the benefit of our residents are
incredibly rewarding.

Hawthorn Woods is not perfect, but it certainly comes close! (By David Rutter, Chicago Tribune 7/25/16)
The following excerpt from the News Sun and the Chicago Tribune newspapers shares an outsider’s perspective of life in
our beautiful hometown. We are honored to be considered for the America in Bloom Community Vitality Award and
would proudly represent the America in Bloom movement. Hometown pride flourishes in the beauty of our community
in every season. This small Village has a mighty heart, and we would be honored to demonstrate to the nation that beauty
can blossom anywhere where people deliberately choose to share life together.

“Based on some views of America's dystopian degeneration with vandals at every gate, you'd wonder how a place like Hawthorn
Woods could even exist. But it most certainly does, snaking through in eight irregular square miles just north of Lake Zurich and
west of Vernon Hills. And it's no Brigadoon, the mystical Scottish village that reappears in theatrical lore every century. In fact,
Hawthorn Woods residents — home towners sometimes call the place HW — have known a secret about their village for years
that almost no else did.
There is almost no crime there. In fact, there has not been anything resembling a violent crime in Hawthorn Woods for several
years. Not only is Hawthorn Woods the safest place to live in Illinois, it's the fifth safest in the entire country. Value Penguin, an
aggregator of social trends and community quality, rates all 500 municipalities in Illinois and has crowned HW the safest place in
the state. The rating balances populations with FBI crime statistics; so a town does not win the honor simply being small. That
statistical grade means that not only is Hawthorn Woods the safest place to live in Illinois, it's the fifth safest in the entire country.
Village Mayor Joseph Mancino credits a proactive community policing system led by Police Chief Jennifer Paulus. In fact, the entire
community reflects a strong sense of interactive involvement. People share life there.
Hawthorn Woods has been around as a defined village since 1958 when only 260 folks lived there. The village bloomed from
1,600 residents to 4,400 between 1980 and 1990. Half the homes in town have children 18 and younger. People there have
money, though not so much as to seem gaudy. There is deliberate grace to life in Hawthorn Woods. No one seems to be angry there.
The village makes a conscious effort not to be a suburb. It's a rural village with rural roots. It grows, but does not sprawl. The
village is more concerned about quality of life than about the speed of life. You'd have to visit the town park every summer's Friday
evening for the concerts to get a sense of how that value translates.
Hawthorn Woods turns into a summer social when the weather heats up. It's a statement of intelligent values. It's a
place of working professionals who have earned their place in life.
That brings us to Maya Schultes, who is a
giant fan of reading books. She's a fan of
libraries, especially the small kiosk-sized
shelters some towns set up in neighborhoods so
children can read when the mood strikes. But
the structures violated the village zoning rules.
So she petitioned her government village
board, made her pitch face-to-face and changed
the town's mind about the rule. She’s 7. She's
been a reader since she was 4, and wanted to
share her love for words with neighbor
children.
So the village board said yes, parents Nicole and Ryan Schultes paid $200 for the structure, and now it sits overlooking a little
pond in Sandman Park. No library card is needed. It's self-policed and self-directed. Maya cut the launching ribbon last week.
Little Free Libraries is a worldwide movement to spread access to books. More than 40,000 have been erected worldwide since
2009, according to littlefreelibrary.org, the website for the founding nonprofit group. Of course, the "Woods" have assets and
qualities not available to every city. There is little poverty there (about 2 percent). It's a place of working professionals who have
earned their place in life. The strength of the town is not only its affluence, but that almost everyone is a homeowner. That binds
people together.
As for Hawthorn Woods, it might not be perfect. Any place containing human beings might induce conflict. We are an imperfect
family of primates. So maybe Hawthorn Woods is not Brigadoon. But on many summer evenings as the band plays, it certainly
comes close.”
Chicago Tribune - 7/25/16

