Village of Hawthorn Woods, Illinois
Outstanding Achievement Award Nomination
Urban Forestry
Population Category: Less than 10,000

An Oasis 35 Miles from Chicago
Service with Excellence is our mission in The Village of Hawthorn Woods, and the moment you enter into our
municipality you will recognize that you are in a very different community from a typical large city suburb. You
are in Hawthorn Woods where an urban forest is important to the well-being of everyone who chooses to live
or work there. What unifies all of us in this special community is simple: we like trees, and cherish the
environmental treasures that we are entrusted to preserve.
When the first settlers moved to this region of central
Lake County, Illinois, they found streams, woodlands,
wetlands and a sea of grass. With this legacy, we also
inherited a commitment to honor the natural
environment we were entrusted with. By promoting
positive stewardship of the land we call home, we
build community. We embrace the belief that forested
neighborhoods have less crime, less pollution, reduced
energy costs, higher resale value, and enjoy a higher
quality of life. Mature trees clean air, lower stress,
boost happiness, create natural play spaces, reduce
flood risk – and contribute to Hawthorn Woods being
an excellent place to live, work, worship, and play.
Hawthorn Woods is a Tree City USA Municipality
The Village of Hawthorn Woods allows no fences to isolate parcels of land by property owners. Our wooded
areas flow into one another as large groves of tree canopy and open space. We have wide open, rolling vistas
that serve our urban forestry mission with an element of pride. In a very real sense, our woods and forests are
part of our heritage and identity. Our land is our link to the past, our planning efforts in the present, and a
promise to future generations. We understand that our urban forest canopy provides a variety of functions that
promote the health, safety, and general welfare of residents. These functions include:
 Conserving energy, by providing shade and
evaporative cooling through transpiration;
 Improving local and global air quality by
absorbing carbon dioxide and ozone, adsorbing
particulate matter, and producing oxygen;
 Reducing wind speed and directing air flow;
 Reducing noise pollution;
 Providing habitat for birds, small mammals, and
other wildlife without fence borders;
 Reducing storm runoff and the potential for soil
erosion into our wetlands and lakes;
 Increasing real property values for all residents;
 Enhancing visual and aesthetic qualities that
attract visitors, new residents, volunteers and
businesses serving as a source of community
image and pride.
All these benefits increase as canopy cover increases. Our Urban Forestry initiatives fall upon our Tree Board,
members who are also serving as our Environmental Committee. They consist of non-elected community
volunteers who have worked tirelessly to review, update and amend our Village Tree Ordinances.

Our Urban Forestry mission is predicated on seven principles.
1. Establish and maintain maximum tree cover. An inspection and permit is need for any tree removal.
2. Maintain trees in a healthy condition through good environmental stewardship. We don’t mound the
mulch!
3. Establish and maintain an optimal level of age and species diversity.
4. Promote conservation of tree resources.
5. Select, situate, and maintain street trees appropriately to maximize benefits and minimize hazard,
nuisance, and maintenance costs.
6. Promote efficient and cost-effective management of the urban forest.
7. Foster community support and partnerships for the local urban forestry program and encourage good
tree management on privately-owned properties.
We have simplified our efforts into a direct and understandable mission to provide the citizens of Hawthorn
Woods with a quality urban forestry program. Our program is supported by staff and officials and is cost
effective and delivers good stewardship of the natural resources of the community. Using professional forestry
management practices in tree planting, maintenance, and removal improves the quality of the urban tree
canopy, and life for everyone in the Village of Hawthorn Woods.
Hawthorn Woods Offers Parkway Tree Planning Program
The Challenge:
Hawthorn Woods was designed with a rural drainage ditch system adjacent to the roadway, rather than streets
with curbs and gutters and sidewalks. As a result, large portions of our town were developed without parkway
trees, leaving our roads unshaded and without vegetation. The second challenge is that the trees needed to be
planted on private property, needing the authorization and cost sharing commitment from each participant.
The Response:
In response to a request by a neighborhood Homeowner’s Association, Hawthorn Woods designed a parkway
tree planting program for all residents who desire additional streetscaping and tree canopy on their property or
in their neighborhood. The Village organizes the list of approved trees and the homeowner chooses the species
from the tree list. The Villages hires a contractor twice a year to locate utilities, and install, water, and care for
the trees until the homeowner takes responsibility.
The Result:
Hawthorn Woods now has planted over 65 trees along roads twice annually since the inception of the program.
Homeowners have participated in the program in large numbers, authorizing the Village to work on their
property with a contractor and collect their share of the payment. This program has been hugely successful in
greening up our streets.
Urban Forestry Operational Procedures
Each decision we make that requires action and allocation of resources is guided by five standards. Below we
offer those guideposts and how we operationalized them in Hawthorn Woods.

1)

Identification. We seek out properties that provide the greatest

opportunity to add to our Tree Canopy and promote future tree growth.
Preserving Oak Preserves is a priority for land acquisition or purchase.
To this end we have acquired and will be developing the 9.5 acres of
pristine Oak and Walnut tree stands known as the Indian Creek Nature
Preserve. We intend to create a natural, accessible and informative
walking and observation trail through the woodland to open its secrets to
the enjoyment and use of the public next year.

The Village of Hawthorn Woods renovated and opened
the Brierwoods Preserve in the fall of 2017. Over 100
individuals including school children, seniors, national,
state and local leaders participated in the opening. This
11.5 acre preserve features beautiful walking trails, an
observation deck, (made with recycled post-consumer
plastic), overlooking a wetland area, and various natural
elements including trees, butterflies, plants, birds and
native wildlife. In the process, the village planted over 150
sapling Oak and Hickory trees as well as clearing invasive
Buckthorn species. The area encapsulates monarch
friendly wildflowers and milkweed as it is located on the
migratory path of the Monarch Butterfly.

2)

3)

4)

Education. The Village promotes stewardship

of its urban forest through educational activities,
special events, and programs. Most notably, the
Trust for Public Lands and Urban Land Institute’s
10 Minute walk movement to ensure that all
neighborhoods can reach a park within a ten
minute walk of their home. Additionally, the
Village Environmental Committee hosts an annual
Arbor Day celebration wherein over 375 trees
annually are distributed free to the public. These
saplings are comprised of diverse species of Blue
Spruce, Red, Burr and White Oaks, Autumn Blaze
Maples and Shag Bark Hickory appropriate for our
planting zone. Information on proper planting
techniques and tree care along with the benefits of
trees are also distributed. Over 1,000 tree saplings
have been given away and privately planted since
2016. In addition, the village planted over 100 trees
annually through out village-owned properties.

Preservation. As the Village experiences growth from several new housing
developments, it is crucial to both maintain existing tree groves and require
landscaping plans that feature an abundance of trees along streetscapes and
though out private residences. The preservation of trees as our best natural
resource is our priority.
Volunteerism. We are excited to report that the old adage “if you build it

they will come” rings true. Since we have opened the Brierwoods Preserve and
launched our stewardship campaign, we have received volunteer and in-kind
donations from local Eagle Scout Projects creating a living nursery, creating
bird houses for wetlands and prairies, and clearing buckthorn. Rotary Club
members donated and planted 125 trees at Brierwoods Preserve.

Members of the executive leadership team of Aqua Illinois volunteered by clearing creek beds, removing
Buckthorn, planting donated trees and distributing monarch friendly wildflower seeds. Additionally, as a
result of tours through the Brierwoods Preserve we have scheduled future volunteer efforts with the Sierra
Club, Save the Monarch Group and Ancient Oaks Foundation. Finally, both youth groups of the Girl
Scouts of America and Indian Princesses have participated in planting tree stands in four different parks to
provide shade and protection to local playgrounds and create a future beautiful Oak trail. Well over 300
volunteer hours with another 200 anticipated and scheduled have resulted from our urban forestry efforts.
At minimum wage of $8.25 an hour, this equates to over $4,000 dollars in labor and materials value.
Planting trees produces a strong return on the investment.

5)

Conservation Celebration. The Village of Hawthorn Woods is the proud recipient of the prestigious
Tree City designation from the National Arbor Day Foundation passed to us through our local Illinois
Department of Natural Resources Urban Forestry Department. We have won every year since 2016.

Hawthorn Woods is Rural by Design, meeting the challenge of creating an oasis in the center of an urban
environment thirty-five miles north of Chicago. We are proud to promote Urban Forestry with our ordinances,
codes, and actions. We have created a place where people and nature share space, and we are proud to share
our success story with others.

