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Foreword 
 
This history of Acorn Acres is based on minutes from the Acorn Acres Improvement 
Association meetings and annual Acorn Acres Estates Water Company meetings along 
with interviews of homeowners. Primarily, it has evolved through the memories and ideas 
of many people who have stepped up to help with this project. After his retirement, about 
five years ago, homeowner Dana Knaak began to map out the general shape of this 
history and collect many of the stories quoted in it. Unfortunately, his work was in his 
computer without backup, so when it crashed, he was not able to recover his notes. On 
the heels of that, he relocated. The many quotes from Dana are a combination of his 
recollection of information he gleaned through his interviews and his own comments. 
Therefore, we are not able to attribute the information to the original sources. Regardless, 
we thank Dana for all the work he put into this endeavor. We are sorry we cannot cite 
those of you who contributed specific remembrances to him; however, a big thank you is 
in order to all who shared their stories. 
 Next, association board member Pete Frantonius tackled the project. He pulled 
together and organized much of the chronology and sent out a draft seeking further input. 
Then he gathered additional stories from current and former homeowners, including Bill 
and Mariann Mueller, Bob Gardner, Pat Deemer, Carol Majer Kantor, and Joan Grygel. 
Thank you, Pete, for moving this history forward. 
 Finally, Joan Grygel and I gave a final polish to the history. Joan separated out the 
general topics, pulled them together, and edited and formatted the information. I 
proofread and compiled an index of names and addresses to help you put into context the 
people who were quoted or mentioned. You may even find quotes from or about people 
who lived in your house before you. We hope you will enjoy taking this walk down 
Acorn Acres memory lane. Perhaps it will help you understand and appreciate how and 
why the present traditions and decisions came about.  
          Pat Deemer 
          Feb. 2008 
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Chronology 
 
1945 
Hawthorn Woods essentially began in 1945 when Matt and Germaine Larson bought the 
Forest Farm that included the current Hawthorn Woods Village Barn. They envisioned 
developing an area of single-story homes on large, treed lots. The Larsons and the first 
residents of the area bought farm-fresh eggs from the family farm of Ed and Lydia 
Sandman.  
  
 
1958 
On March 10,1958, the Village of Hawthorn Woods was incorporated by the unanimous 
vote of 71 residents. Rae Branch was elected the first president. 
 In 1958, Ed and Lydia Sandman sold their chicken farm. Matt Larson rented them an 
apartment in the Barn. Ed managed the farmland for the Larsons and another neighbor – 
Leo Burnett, founder of the famous Leo Burnett Advertising Agency. Lydia arose each 
morning to tend the large flock of turkeys on their property near Old McHenry Road and 
Echo Lake Road—the area that would become Acorn Acres. The original Sandman house 
was the white house across Old McHenry Road from the old school house. 
 
 
1959  
The first well for the community (besides that of the Sandmans’) was drilled. 
 
 
1960–1961 
Ed and Lydia Sandman sold the first lot in Acorn Acres in 1960 for $3,000. The 
covenants for Unit 1 of Acorn Acres were recorded on February 2, 1961. Ed and Lydia's 
son Bruce named this area Acorn Acres after the oak trees that lined the entrance to the 
new subdivision. Bruce Circle and Wayne Lane were named after the Sandmans' sons; 
Wayne became a principal at a grammar school in St. Charles. Bruce had a PhD in 
electrical engineering and worked on submarines for the government. Dana Knaak 
reminisces:  

Lydia’s vision for Acorn Acres was to develop a more “upscale” 
subdivision than the rest of Hawthorn Woods. One of her ideas of 
“upscale” was brick homes and circle driveways. Note the circle 
driveways on Bruce Circle North 
 The Sandmans wrote, revised and enforced the covenants to live out 
a vision for Acorn Acres; they also lived out that vision by example, i.e., 
Ed cut the weeds on the vacant lots that were for sale to maintain the  
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area in an acceptable manner for the residents. Lydia stipulated that no 
two houses be alike. There could be no flat roofs, and the fronts had to 
have a certain amount of brick. Ed made mailbox stands out of cedar for 
$10 because Lydia wanted them all to be the same. 
 

    The Sandmans lovingly presided over the sale of the property and maintained 
final approval of all designs. Lydia, who was known for her delicious pies and 
motherly ways, would talk to prospective buyers in her home. She’d feed them her 
famous pies, chat with them, and decide if they would make good neighbors. [See 
also, "Ed and Lydia Sandman” later in this booklet.] 
 
 
1962 
The first house completed in Acorn Acres was that of Dr. Bill and Mariann Mueller at 
2 Lydia Court. They moved into the home in June 1962. Lydia actually visited Bill’s 
dental practice to make sure they were fit to own the property. As Mariann recalls:  

Three lots on Lydia Court were sold before we bought ours—the one on 
the cul-de-sac and one on either side of that lot—two to a husband and 
wife and one to their daughter. There was a death in the family, and 
those houses were not built, so ours was the first one completed. 
   
 

1964 
Pat Deemer recalls:  

Reed and I moved here (4 Bruce Circle South) in August of 1964 with 
our four children, Chris, Steve, Betsy, and Dorothy. Our house was the 
seventh or eighth. It was never clear because the Picketts, next door to 
the east, moved in a week before we did, but their house was not 
finished. The Sandmans’ house was here (9 Acorn Drive), the Moness 
family where Tranter lives now (5 Acorn Drive), Muellers were here, I 
think the Graham house across from Muellers (3 Lydia Court), and on 
Acorn Drive the Schaeffer house and the Kruegers’ (13 Acorn).  There 
was no Echo Court, no Bruce Circle North, and no Robin Crest. Down 
and across the street from me (3 Bruce Circle South) there were wild 
black raspberries. They can still be found along Brierwood. 
 
 

1966 
In 1966, Bob and Donna Gardner moved into 31 Acorn Drive. To make their new 
home look more expensive, Lydia and Bob agreed that more brick should be added to  



the front of his planned house. Bob remembers:  
Back in 1966 when we purchased our lot, it was a very pleasant surprise 
to hear that the developers (Sandmans) would be providing water to us 
charging us a very reasonable $50 a year. What a deal! We wouldn’t 
have to drill a $2,000 well. At that time there were only 15 or so homes 
in Acorn Acres, and the Sandmans already had drilled five wells with 
pretty good-sized storage tanks. Everything worked very well at the 
start. All the homeowners signed a ‘water agreement’ drawn up by the 
Sandmans, which simply stated to all homeowners that they would 
supply us water. Should the cost of supply increase in the future, they 
would install meters so that each homeowner would pay their fair share. 
It all sounded pretty fair to us. I can’t recall if the agreement covered 
what would happen when the Sandmans could no longer handle 
maintenance of the system. 
 

Pat Deemer relates these notes about the beginning of the Acorn Acres Women’s 
Club:  

In 1966 I began attending a class on the North Shore titled “Psychology 
for Everyday Living.” As I shared some of the ideas with neighbors, we 
decided to meet weekly for a review of the class. We met regularly for 
several years, and as we got to know each other, we realized we wanted 
to keep meeting. We formed the Acorn Acres Women’s Club as 
unstructured as we could manage. We met each month for many years, 
and the Ladies‘ Night Out continues that tradition. We developed some 
other traditions that continue today such as the Progressive Dinner and 
the Summer Picnic. [See also “Progressive Dinners,” “Summer 
Picnics,” and “Acorn Acres Women's Club” later in this booklet.] 
 
 

1967 
Pat Deemer relates the misfortunes of 1967:   

By 1967, a year of crisis, Robin Crest had been built, and several 
houses. One crisis was the blizzard in January of ‘67, when the snow 
was two feet deep. The power went off—which stops everything in my 
house except the gas range. We could flush upstairs toilets, but only 
with water from the lake. We could not use any water from the taps 
(electrically controlled). We did melt some snow. The local  
snowplows could not get to our driveway, and finally big county trucks 
came in and rammed the drifts to open the road. We pulled groceries  
by sled from a car at the bottom of the hill (in front of the Pickett 
house, now Holbs’ [2 Bruce Cricle South]). Three days of no 
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electricity. Reed learned how to run the furnace manually, and I 
remember tucking my little girls in bed in red hooded sweatshirts and  
extra blankets. 

 The tornado was another time of crisis. On April 21, my sons  
Steve and Chris saw debris flying, and we headed for our crawl space.  
I think the Reilly and Feltault boys were with us, and my daughters 
were elsewhere. I spoke with my daughter Betsy—she was far enough 
south in the Manor that she was safe. Then the phone went dead. My 
other daughter, Dorothy, was at the Leslies’ (27 Acorn Drive) and was 
transferred to Picketts’ before she got home, missing a shoe or two. 
The sky was green; the noise was like a freight train, and the wind was 
fierce. I made the boys go in the crawl space, but I had to look out the 
window. Afterward, we could see that Kreugers’ house (13 Acorn 
Drive) was gone! The oldest boy had taken the rest of the children to 
the lowest level, and they all survived. I collected Dorothy, and we 
went to see what had happened. 
 The Roberts’ house (6 Acorn Drive) was badly damaged! One of 
the boys had been sound asleep and had the mattress ripped out from 
under him.(He landed on the floor.) The mattress ended up on a 
telephone pole outside. John Roberts, carpooling with my husband,  
was due to come home very shortly, and I knew when he saw his house 
wasn‘t there, he’d need to know his family was okay. I met the car 
coming in the gate to tell him they were OK. The roof on the Moness 
house (a ranch at that time [5 Acorn Drive]) went so straight up in the  
air that the stand pipe was not even bent. 
 My friend Neona Myrick, straight through the block from me (5 
Robin Crest), with a slab and no crawl space, weathered the storm in  
the ditch in front of her house. And a two-by-four pierced the sod  
inches from her head. 
 Afterward, Neona came to my door with bucket, mops, and rags, 
saying,"Come on. We’re going to help clean up!” I said "What?” I 
hadn’t been raised that way, and I learned a wonderful lesson that day. 
We cleaned cabinets and dishes in the Moness house that had been 
rained on by the tornado. We helped Kruegers in their temporary 
relocation; we scrubbed out Sellas’ trailer, covered in road dust, so  
they could move into it while their house was being repaired (12 Acorn 
Drive). The Robertses (6 Acorn Drive) moved into an apartment in the 
Village Barn while their house was rebuilt. 
 Seth Paine School had been demolished—it was said an I-beam 
landed half a mile away. My kindergartener had classes at St. Peter’s  
for the last few weeks of the year, and my two grade schoolers did split 
shifts at May Whitney. In the fall, trailers were brought in near the high  



school football field as temporary classrooms. 
 There were very few injuries from the tornado, and no deaths in 
our town, though many homes in Lake Zurich Manor, south of Miller 
Road, had been blown away. I heard that sailors who came from the 
Great Lakes Training Center to help with the clean-up suffered more 
injuries stepping on nails than there were injuries from the tornado 
itself. 
 I want to acknowledge excellent police protection. We had police 
guarding our community from the beginning. There was no looting. 
One homeowner came in late one night and was confronted 
immediately to be sure he was the owner. It was indeed comforting to 
know we had such good care. 
 

Dana Knaak adds:   
In addition to the information you have, Fred Feltault, 12 Robin Crest 
Road, told me the exterior west wall of their home was severely pitted 
from debris blown against the house by the tornado. Also the home 
located at 17 Robin Crest Road had severe roof damage, as I recall the 
story the roof was blown off and may have landed in the pond. 

 
 Dan Krueger recalls that the Krueger boys were also playing at the Leslies as 
the tornado hit. The roof on the Mueller house was slightly lifted. A home on the 
Tranter lot was destroyed. (This latter is disputed by Pat Deemer, who says only the 
roof was blown off.) 
 Newspaper reports indicated that Seth Paine School was demolished. A total of 
236 homes were affected in the area. Two days later, six inches of snow fell on the 
area. Acorn Acres was sealed off to protect from looters and sightseers. Under the 
direction of the local Civil Defense, volunteers labored through the days to clear the 
debris. Volunteer women provided food and clothing to the victims. High in an oak 
tree behind 20 Robin Crest is supposed to be a metal beam from Seth Paine School 
wrapped and twisted around the branches. 
 
 
1970 
Swimming rules were adopted for the pond. Swimming was from 1 to 6:30 pm for 
children and 6:30 to dark for adults. [See also "The Park and Pond” later in this 
booklet.] 
 In the fall of 1970 a lake area improvement committee collected $1 from each 
homeowner to improve the lake area. The original estimate of $10 per family was 
reduced due to the use of do-it-yourself labor. Work involved algae control, work  
on the raft, adding benches, purchasing a life preserver, and purchasing a refuse can. 
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1971 
On June 26, 1971, Acorn Acres Woman’s Club organized the first recorded 
progressive dinner. The Kolbs hosted cocktails, the Sells and Leslies hosted salad, 
the Lindquists, Berquists, and Muellers hosted the main course, the Polonecs hosted 
dessert, and if you were still able, back to the Kolbs for after-dinner drinks. 
 What is now Robin Crest Road was once named Sunset Road on the west link 
and Ridge Road on the south link. In 1973, it was renamed Robin Crest. Joan 
Grygel reports:  

According to hearsay, the name change was needed because there were 
roads of the same name in other nearby communities, and the overlap 
could be confusing to emergency teams. When we moved here in 1977, 
we had to tell DiPiero’s to deliver our pizza to Sunset Ridge Road, 
which was the name on their maps. About five years later, a friend who 
worked for Rand McNally saw to it that their maps were corrected. 

 
  Acorn Drive was paved by the Sandmans from Lydia Ct. to Bruce Circle South 
for $1,911. 
 
 
1974 
The first recorded history of a family picnic in Acorn Acres took place the summer of 
1974. Total cost was $58.55. [See also "Summer Picnics” later in this booklet.] 
  A fact-finding committee led by Reed Deemer studied issues concerning the 
formation of an Acorn Acres homeowners association. Ed and Lydia Sandman wanted 
to transfer the responsibility of policing the covenants to a homeowners’ association.  
In return, they would deed the land around the lake to the association. On November 
12, the discussion centered on either forming our own association or deeding the park 
property to the village. At this meeting, the Sandmans would not commit to agree to 
deed the park land to the village  A motion was then made to form a homeowners’ 
association. The vote was 13 for and 6 against. Doug Challos was elected chairman of  
a by-laws committee. 
  
 
1975 
In the spring of 1975, the Acorn Acres homeowners association by-laws were 
presented and modified. David Lindquist was elected as first president along with 
board of directors Gerald Galloy, Robert Gardner,  Ralph McDowell, and Wayne 
Monahan.  One modification was made to change the name to the Acorn Acres 
Improvement Association, which was the name used in the original covenants. 



The next month, the Acorn Acres Improvement Association by-laws were 
approved as modified at the previous meeting. The final vote with proxies was 31 for 
and 0 against. Annual dues were set at $12.50 for an unimproved (vacant) lot and $25 
for an improved lot. 
 
 
1976 
In May 1976, the front and rear portion of the lake property was deeded to Acorn 
Acres Improvement Association. As a first step in improving the lakefront, sand was 
placed forming a beach at foot of Bruce Circle South. Residents also approved a 
donation from the Sandmans of a memorial flag pole to be erected in the park, 
dedicated to Ed’s brother who was killed in November 1918 during World War I. 
 
 
1977 
A petition was signed by 63 families in Acorn Acres objecting to a connecting road 
between Acorn Acres and Brierwoods. The Hawthorn Woods Planning and Zoning 
Committee voted to recommend to the village board to approve a connection of 
Brierwoods to Acorn Acres and also to Miller Road. A special meeting of the Acorn 
Acres Improvement Association members approved the filing of an injunction to stop 
the connection between Acorn Acres and Brierwoods. More from Dana Knaak:  

Lydia was always upset about the road that the village allowed the 
developer to build [known as "Lot A” that leads into Brierwoods from 
Lake Zurich]. The road did not meet the same specifications that Lydia 
and Ed were held to. At some point in time, Lydia had a load of dirt 
dumped in the road blocking access from Brierwoods into the Acorn 
Acres section. There may have been other reasons for blocking the road, 
such as Brierwoods was not being built to the same specifications as 
Acorn Acres; I was never ever to uncover any information on this. 
Knowing Lydia, I expect this was a true story. She was a lot smarter 
than she let on.   
 

       After the Acorn Acres Improvement Association filed for an injunction to stop 
the connecting roads, the circuit court judge denied our complaint for injunction. In 
June 1977, the Acorn Acres Improvement Association signed a covenant not to sue 
the developer of Brierwoods, and the road project proceeded. This connection 
would raise its head again ten years later when village of Hawthorn Woods planned 
to develop these connecting roads into a federal roadway. 
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1980 
The covenants for Acorn Acres are unified for all additions except the Fourth and 
Fifth additions. Fourth and Fifth addition covenants were unified later in the 80s. 
 Signs were installed at the pond that prohibited motorized vehicles on lake and 
the park property. Two days later, the signs were stolen. New signs were ordered. 

Dues increased to $35 by vote of Acorn Acres Improvement Association 
members. 
 
 
1982 
The homeowners that chose the Sandman wells as their water source had now been 
receiving water from the Sandmans for 15 or more years. Bob Gardner recalls these 
circumstances:  

Many more homes were built, a couple more wells were drilled, and things 
went on very well for those 15 years. Meters were installed, and we 
received bills that were reasonable. Occasionally, with the number of 
additional homes and the older equipment, we would have moments of 
reduced pressure or interrupted service. Should electricity be interrupted 
for more than four or five hours, we also lost our water. Sometimes in the 
summer, when those closer to the well were watering their lawns, those at 
“the end of the line” found it difficult to have enough pressure to shower. 
 It was times like those that led to increasing calls to the Sandmans 
about water service. The Sandmans expressed interest in “passing the 
system along to the homeowners.” They gathered a number of residents to 
discuss the situation. As I recall, we had three options to consider: 1) 
dissolve and abandon the system, 2) sell the system to an outside entity, or 
3) have the residents take over the system. Dissolving the system would 
require each resident to dig his or her own well. This would be quite 
expensive for the 45 or so homes. Having an outside entity own our 
system seemed risky. So it was decided to inherit the water system.  
 

Skip Marshall remembers:  
When I was on the water company board, I learned firsthand about Ed 
Sandman’s role in the water system. As the lots were sold, he would 
extend the water piping to the new owner’s lot. Lydia would sell some 
lots “with water” and some “without.” I think it was a few hundred 
dollars more to have them provide the water. Ed was notorious for using 
whatever parts and pipes were on his truck at the time to make the 
connections to extend a line or connect a house. As a result, every time 
the water company later had to fix an underground leak, we would find 
perhaps a brass fitting connected to an iron pipe, connected to a reducer  



with an elbow straightened out from a curve in the main line. Before the 
water company was created when the Sandmans gave the system to the 
homeowners, water bills were paid directly to them. Interestingly, the 
reason they divested themselves of the water operation was due to 
pressure from the IEPA as a for-profit venture. 
 

      In January 1982, the Acorn Acres Estates Water Company began 
operation after the Sandmans turned over the wells. David Lindquist was the 
first president of the water company. Other initial board members were 
Coralie Rogers, Wayne Monahan, Bob Gardner, Doug Challos, Katie Kraus, 
and Lydia Sandman. Bob Gardner recalls:  

The water company quickly became educated in accounting, bill 
collecting, deep well pumps, waterlogged storage tanks, clogged water 
mains, low water pressure, replacing broken water meters, unhappy 
customers, and water quality testing. Several times ‘boil water’ orders 
were issued for short time periods. 
 

 Wayne Monahan computerized all the water company’s accounting records. 
(Previously, Lydia would sometimes use the back of matchbooks to jot down 
payments.) Due to the increased cost of repair and electricity, Acorn Acres  
Estates Water Company was forced to increase water rates to a minimum of $25 
per quarter. An $80 assessment per user was also necessary to cover the costs of 
legal fees for defending wells against IEPA orders and legal costs for deeding 
wells to homeowners. 
 John MacCorkle worked with the county to reduce the assessed valuation 
of every homeowner in Acorn Acres—resulting in property tax reduction of 
$200 per home. 
 
 
1983 
In the summer of 1983, 240 feet of drain tile was installed at the pond between the 
flag pole and the road and east of the flag pole. 
 
 
1984 
The water company had to replace approximately 300 feet of the original steel water 
supply line serving wells # 3 and 4 with plastic supply line. An $80 assessment for 
all users was necessary to cover the $6,000 cost. 
 In a report to the Acorn Acres Board, it was indicated that the original pond was 
dug to a depth of 1 to 2 feet, except for a designated swimming hole, which had since 
filled in. The channel toward the back was the only area with more depth. There was  
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much discussion about the possibility of the pond filling in with sediment and the 
need for dredging. No immediate action was decided. (Twenty years later, this is a 
familiar topic of discussion!) 
 
 
1985 
The Water Company installed a new, enlarged storage tank on Robin Crest Drive. 
 The summer edition of the Woodtales reminded Acorn Acres residents that the 
community volleyball set (used for the picnic) was stored at the Monahans. 
 
 
1987 
The Village of Hawthorn Woods proposed that Brierwoods Road through Bruce 
Circle North and Acorn Drive be brought up to federal standards in order to receive 
federal money to reconstruct it. Until that time the road was less than two lanes wide 
in some places and in terrible condition.(Because of its condition, it was also referred 
to as Ho Chi Minh Trail.) It seemed that even those who hadn't wanted that exit to 
Lake Zurich (see 1978) used it heavily. Joan Grygel provides this background:  

Part of the road that we came to call “Lot A” was a railroad bed that 
crosses over the creek. I think the railroad connected Palatine to Lake 
Zurich and Wauconda. My father recalls riding “Old Maude” from 
Palatine to Lake Zurich to swim in the lake in the 1920’s. He used to 
talk about how everyone had to get off the train when it went up a slight 
hill because the train couldn’t make it with the people on board. 
Anyway, Lot A introduced us to a lot of neighbors because it was 
essentially only one lane wide over the creek, and we’d wait for 
oncoming traffic and wave or chat with our neighbors as they met up 
with us on the two-lane part. 
 

 The project was proposed in three phases. Phase 1 would be the Brierwoods 
Road section. In order to meet federal standards, it would become a 24' wide road 
with a 6' gravel shoulder on each side. Phases 2 and 3 would widen Bruce Circle 
North and Acorn Drive to meet those federal standards at a later date. Hawthorn 
Woods’ position was that they would never intend to proceed with Phases 2 and 3. 
Many Acorn Acres residents felt the widening would only increase cut-through traffic 
and perhaps increase speeding through the area. 
 In spring 1987, the Acorn Acres Improvement Association began to mount 
opposition to this village proposal. Meetings were held with Brierwoods and Acorn 
Acres residents to discusses options with legal advice. Alternatives to the widening 
were offered to the village, and residents were urged to become involved and to place 
as many Acorn Acres residents on a village committee to discuss this road issue. 



Dana Knaak adds:  
The story about improving the road leading into Brierwoods became an 
emotional issue. Some the residents felt the move by the village board 
to obtain federal funds was not in keeping with the ethical standards of 
the time. The village used the issue of liability and safety as the reason 
for improving the road. The issue of liability was somewhat cloudy in 
that (to my knowledge) there had never been an accident on the road or 
an instance when an ambulance or fire truck was not able to navigate 
the road safely. (As you can see my vision of this incident may be 
somewhat colored.) 
   

 In the fall, at a Hawthorn Woods Village Board meeting, IDOT requested that the 
Brierwoods Road Committee Report be tabled until they talked to the Committee 
regarding a new variance. IDOT indicated they were not aware that the road in  
question was a small, residential street. Under the circumstances, they could offer a 
variance for a 20' road with 2' gravel shoulders. At a later date, the Hawthorn Woods 
Road Committee did approve another alternative to make the road a one-way access. 
However, none of the residents affected along Brierwoods approved a one-way road, 
and the issue died.  
  Signs were added to the community park stating that the park was intended for 
Acorn Acres residents only. Joan Grygel recalls:  

Signs were added for insurance reasons. At that time liability insurance 
costs were a major issue. In fact, at one time it was almost impossible to 
get people to serve on the board because board liability insurance costs 
were prohibitive. 
 

  Another pond study was prepared by Integrated Lake Management that showed 
the pond depths on a grid map. Although water depth did not decrease dramatically 
since the initial dredging to create the pond, the report showed that sediment was four 
feet deep in spots. 
 
 
1988 
Lydia Sandman died in 1988 at the age of 84.  
 The next land issue reared its head. The Acorn Acres Improvement Association 
recommended to the Lake County Forest Preserve District that the vacant property 
between Old McHenry Road and Acorn Drive be considered for a nature center or a 
forest preserve. To fast forward a little bit, this is the property that eventually was 
approved to build the new Spencer Loomis School. 
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 In the summer of 1988, Hawthorn Woods restricted use of water to essential needs 
due to drought. 
 The Acorn Acres Estates Water Company sent a letter to all homeowners 
indicating that during recent work on well #4, Peter Snelton indicated that there was an 
abundant supply of water for the wells. 
 The dedication of the pond and community park to Ed and Lydia Sandman was 
approved. The dedication took place at the annual picnic on August 28. Ed Sandman 
donated the plaque, and it was mounted on a brown stone which came from Ed’s lot. It 
was now officially Sandman Park after Ed's deceased brother.  
 Homeowner’ dues were increased to $45. 
 At the same Acorn Acres Improvement Association meeting, a four-phase plan 
was approved for park beautification. The plan included Miss Kim lilacs, dogwoods, 
and daffodils. After the lilacs were planted, we were in grave danger of losing them 
due to a lack of rain. For several weeks, with the help of many homeowners, we used 
John MacCorkle’s submersible pump to water them. All but one plant made it! 
 
 
1989 
The Acorn Acres Estates Water Company board consisted of Bob Gardner, Bev 
Koester, Katie Kraus, Skip Marshall, Wayne Monahan, and Carolyn Ply. The water 
rates for more than 15,000 gallons of water a quarter went up 50 cents. 
 
 
1990 
The Acorn Acres Improvement Association board approved the planting of 12 
dogwoods and 1 cherry tree at the park and the stocking of 5 bass and 52 bluegills in 
the pond. 
 Owners of three empty lots received a letter about maintenance of their lots. 
 The water company raised the quarterly rate for the first 15,000 gallons of water 
from $25 to $35. 
 
 
1991 
In the spring of 1991, the unimproved property to the east of the pond with access off 
Acorn Drive was offered for sale. The Acorn Acres Improvement Association was 
asked if it would be interested in purchasing it as an extension to our existing park. In 
1991, the asking price was $325,000. Our $3,000 in the bank didn’t go very far in 
making that decision. 
 In June, Ed Sandman passed away at the age of 93. Both he and Lydia are buried 
in St. Peter’s cemetery in Lake Zurich across the street from the high school. In 
November a blue spruce tree was planted in the park in remembrance of Ed Sandman. 



1993 
After a turning school bus almost got hit, Bob Leslie sent a letter to IDOT requesting a 
left turn lane on Old McHenry Road entering Acorn Drive to make it a safer entrance.  
Irene Larson also sent a letter urging the turn lane for safety reasons. Doug Challos 
communicated with the Director of Transportation in Lake County. Guy Sathe wrote a 
front-page article in Woodtales about the situation. 
 
 
1994 
The turning lane is installed! 
 Bronze signs were approved for the Acorn Acres entrance. 
 Dues were again increased to $66 by vote of Acorn Acres Improvement 
Association members. 
  
 
1997 
 A special assessment to improve the pond area was approved by a vote of 60 for and 
17 against. The special assessment was for $234 for 3 years. Contracts for work on the 
lake area were approved one year at a time. The actual work extended through 2001. 
The purpose was to beautify the park, help prevent erosion of the shoreline, and keep 
large flocks of Canada geese from fouling the area. 
 Bruce Harris, a local resident who was also on the fire department board,  
presented the latest information on dry fire hydrants in the area. If our pond would  
have been deep enough to supply a dry hydrant, we could have improved our fire rating 
for Acorn Acres. Alas, such was not the case. 
 
 
1998 
As part of the lake improvement project, Natural Garden planted flowers in park. The 
current park is a vast improvement over the former landscaping. Pat Deemer recalls: 

Years ago geese on migration would land in the park. Once I counted a 
couple hundred and figured I was only two thirds done. Plantings along 
the edge of the water have helped discourage the geese, and now only a 
few raise their families and we see the goslings for a few weeks in the 
spring. The plantings, however, are maturing and beautiful. 

 
 Shawn Farrell spent many long hours in the park watering new plantings to 
insure their survival. Shawn was also the lead coordinator for the Acorn Acres 
Improvement Association board in creating the design and plantings around the pond. 
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2000 
A tow truck leveled the west stone fence of the Acorn Acres entry off Old McHenry. 
Ruth Monico coordinated the rebuilding of the stone fence. 
 
 
2001 
An Acorn Acres telephone directory was distributed. The directory listed all Acorn 
Acres residents by alphabet and by street. 
 The pond was stocked with 150 bass. Jeff Schreiber carefully released all 150. 
From his and other fishing stories, it is reported that large bass still survive in our 
pond. At the annual meeting, there was a discussion about adding a dock to the pond. 
 Someone added wood duck houses to the east end of the park. Also, dirt from the 
construction of the YMCA was added to that end of the park to raise the level for 
better drainage. 
 A presentation by District 95 to Acorn Acres residents addressed concerns with 
the new school adjacent to Bruce Circle North. A concept drawing was presented to 
residents. Homeowner questions were addressed and would be taken under 
advisement by the school administration. District 95 purchased the property north of 
Bruce Circle North to build a new school on the north side of the property. The south 
side of property was also purchased by the school district for future needs. This 
property was annexed to Hawthorn Woods. 
 Drainage was added from the manholes along Acorn Drive to the pond, and 
boulders were added along the edge of the lake. These were part of the landscape plan 
paid for by the special assessment. 
 Annual dues for Acorn Acres Improvement Association increased to $125. 
 The water company reported 10 leaks, 1 pump replacement, and 1 line blown out 
for the year’s total repairs of $15,975. Due to stricter EPA requirements for testing, a 
professional was hired to collect water samples and have them tested, costing $8,000. 
  
  
2002 
A berm was installed at the corner of the park at Acorn and Bruce Circle North to 
divert runoff.  
 The Acorn Acres Estates Water Company recommended that each homeowner 
install a private well due to the age and condition of existing supply infrastructure and 
the IEPA threats to force us to install chlorinating equipment. After several meetings 
of all homeowners, the water company sent out a ballot to approve/disapprove 
disbanding the water company. The result was 55 homeowners voting for disbanding 
with 8 homeowners voting against disbanding. 
 Individual homeowners began installing private wells. Other groups of residents 
banded together to plan the purchase of an existing well for shared individual use.  



Still other homeowners banded together to share their findings about different well 
companies and to negotiate better individual prices.  
 
 
2003 
The duo of Jack Kirchwehm and Ed Friz became our version of the Beaverbusters. 
They trapped beavers that were destroying trees along the waterfronts and escorted 
them to a more appropriate environment. 
 Fathead minnows were added to the pond to eat mosquitoes. Again, Jeff 
Schreiber was behind this leading-edge initiative. Jeff swears he has seen fathead 
minnows jump out of the water and snare mosquitoes.  
 A survey was sent out to Acorn Acres homeowners from the Village of 
Hawthorn Woods asking if they would support the expansion of the Hawthorn Woods 
Water System into Acorn Acres. Since many residents had already installed their own 
private wells, results of survey showed little interest in the village providing water.  
 In late 2003, the Acorn Acres Estates Water Company announced a formal plan 
to dissolve the water company and sell off its assets to individual homeowners or 
groups of homeowners. John McVey and the other members of the water company 
had set out various scenarios for the water company in their many meetings and 
worked diligently and tirelessly to transfer ownership of existing community wells. 
 
 
2004 
In July 2004, the Acorn Acres Estates Water Company notified residents that the 
water company would cease operations effective 12/1/2004. 
 Ela Township proposed to buy the land to the south of the new school without 
any definite plan for its use. Acorn Acres residents as well as many other Hawthorn 
Woods and Lake Zurich residents called a town meeting to vote the purchase down. 
Furthermore, the majority of the Ela Township Board was voted out of office in the 
spring of 2005. 
 The village cut down the dead willow trees that lined the curve from12 Acorn 
Drive to the park. Those willows always looked beautiful—like entering a plantation. 
However, like the tornado that took down the oak trees along Acorn Drive, Mother 
Nature deemed that the brittle, falling willows needed to go. 
 
 
2005 
In 2005, the Acorn Acres Improvement Association planted five new trees to replace 
the willows along Acorn Drive. 
 The repaving of all roads within Acorn Acres, with the exception of part of 
Acorn Drive and Bruce Circle South, began in the summer. The very hot, dry summer  
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doomed much of the sod planted along the edges of the new roads. New evergreens 
on the cul-de-sacs also suffered from the heat and lack of water. 
 In November, a new Acorn Acres telephone book was distributed. It had been in 
the works for several years, but with the recent turnover of home ownership, it was 
hard to make a current listing. Ed Friz worked on it extensively; Ruth Monico tracked 
down the information from new neighbors, and Pat Deemer printed a copy to be made 
into booklets. Dale Horn, a local professional photographer, provided a cover picture 
in exchange for the privilege of photographing clients in our lovely park. Ruth 
distributed the directories by riding around the area on her bike. 
 
 
2006 
After a few stressful meetings in which Acorn Acres residents noted our objections to 
the School District 95 over the sale of the property to the south of Spencer Loomis 
School to a mega church and to a summer camp run by the Chicago White Sox and 
Chicago Bulls, the school board finally announced that they had sold the property to a 
developer for a subdivision of single-family homes. Although the plans were not 
finalized and some residents had some concern over the size of lots adjacent to Acorn 
Acres, most residents felt this should be an agreeable solution. 
 
 
2007 
The year 2007 was a beautiful lazy year for Acorn Acres: the progressive dinner and 
picnic were their usual good times. We found that the boulders at the edge of the pond 
were shifting (slightly).  
       In an effort to reduce speeding and cut-through traffic, the village police agreed to 
conduct random and aggressive speed monitoring. 
 All in all, things were status quo, which in Acorn Acres is a good thing. 
 
 



ED AND LYDIA SANDMAN 
 
No history of Acorn Acres would be complete without a more thorough look at its 
founders: Ed and Lydia Sandman. Dana Knaak reminisces about Ed and Lydia:  

Ed was a large, quiet man and had very large farmer hands. He was 
surprised to know that I was aware that the size of his hands came  
partly from milking cows by hand. Ed told me stories of how he and 
other men spent portions of the winter cutting ice out of Lake Zurich for 
storage in the icehouse that was located on the north shore. Ed was a 
typical farmer, very self sufficient, could do most anything himself. He 
laid most of the pipe for the original water system, and after time it 
showed, but it got the job done at the beginning. 
 
 

Leslie Tranter provided these memories:   
Ed and Lydia Sandman were our neighbors until their passing. They 
were a great couple, and my kids adored them. She used to put treats in 
her special mailbox by her back porch for them to find. Halloween was 
really special. She would hand out caramel apples from Bell’s Orchard 
to practically every child in Ela Township. She also fed the geese and 
ducks every day—they would walk up her driveway! 

Even though Lydia had a covenant regarding clothes lines, she had 
one for her sheets! 

Ed would tell us stories about the farm when he was a child. 
Evidently, a creek ran through our yard and down to the lake. When Ed 
would make a left turn out of Acorn Acres in his little pickup, he caused 
many a semi driver coming around the curve to lay on his horn, swear, 
and swerve. Ed still thought that 30 mph was appropriate for driving on 
Old McHenry Road 

I also remember a hog farm across the street on the Copperfield 
land when we first moved here. It was a tough day when we were 
downwind! [Per Joan Grygel, it was called “Never Rest Farm.”] 
 

Skip Marshall reminisces: 
I remember Lydia Sandman slowly driving her Cadillac through the 
neighborhood in the early ‘80s. I believe she had recently turned over 
the enforcement of her covenants to the homeowners’ organization.  
When we moved into Acorn Acres in 1983, one of the first things we  
did was to repaint the exterior of our house. I was not aware that when 
Lydia was in charge, you were supposed to consult with her on the color 
of your house. I was up on the ladder, painting away, when she drove 
very slowly down North Bruce, stopping in front of our house. For a  
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few minutes she just looked out her rolled-down window. Then she 
called out to me and simply said, “I like the new color of your house, 
Mr. Marshall,” and with that, she slowly drove on. 

A few years later, when I was on the homeowners’ board, she 
would call me to report violations of the covenants, expecting me to 
contact the violator and get things corrected. She would say, “Mr. 
Marshall, I see there is a boat on the driveway at such and such address, 
you know that is not allowed.”  If the offending boat was not gone in a 
day, she would call back to ask if I had taken care of the situation. 

The covenants were very important to the Sandmans. They took 
legal action against a past owner of the house at 5 Robin Crest who had 
a motor home next to his garage. The Sandmans won, and now you will 
notice the oversized height of the garage built for the motor home. 

According to Lydia—I can’t remember which—but either Ed or 
Lydia was born on the kitchen table of a farmhouse in the area, during a 
snowstorm. The doctor did not make it to the house until the next 
morning. [Pat Deemer believes it may have been one of their sons.] 

 
Dana Knaak recalls: 

Skip’s story reminds me of when I stained my house gray. Many people 
asked me how I secured Lydia’s permission to stain my house gray, as 
gray was a color that Lydia did not approve of. I didn’t obtain her 
permission, nor did I hear a word from Lydia. Maybe the relationship of 
being a farmer and talking about the financial pages paid off. 

While looking for a lot in Hawthorn Woods, [my wife] Prudy and I 
spotted a hand-painted sign leaning up against the stone posts at the 
entrance of Acorn Acres. When Prudy and I set out to buy a lot, the first 
step in the process (Lydia’s process) was to contact the Sandmans. We 
were invited out to the Sandman home for a “chat”— think interview. 
My take on that was that Lydia and Ed only sold lots to people they 
liked. After talking about farming  (according to my wife Prudy, the 
farming part of the conversation took about an hour —I come from a 
Wisconsin farming background), I was encouraged by Prudy to ask if 
they had any lots for sale. Lydia said, “Let’s take a ride and see.” She 
showed me three, and we bought the one at 24 Robin Crest. Lydia was 
very tentative about the price, as if she was asking too much, when in 
fact she was about $15,000 lower than other lots in Hawthorn Woods. 

I visited frequently with Lydia, and prior to each visit made sure 
that I was well aware of the contents of the Wall Street Journal and the 
financial pages of the Trib. Lydia and I spent many hours talking 
economy and stocks, and Ed and I talked farming. I was most impressed 
with the back entry hall to the house. There was a lot of writing on the  



wall. Lydia told me she had the children of Acorn Acres sign the wall 
when they came to visit or to trick or treat. 

We found out that hanging clothes outside to dry was not 
permitted, and if you did, you got a call from Lydia. If you left your 
garbage can out too long after the collection of garbage, you got a call 
from Lydia. If a builder of a new home would put a sign in front of a 
house under construction, Lydia would come around and remove it. She 
felt that the covenants should apply equally to everyone. 
 
Others remember Lydia riding about the neighborhood in her Cadillac, mink coat, 

and hat to see that the covenants were being upheld. In the summer, she would roam 
the area on her three-wheel bicycle. 
 
 

ACORN ACRES WOMEN'S CLUB 
 
The Acorn Acres Women’s Club offered some interesting events: a gin tasting party, a 
wine tasting party, something called a backwards party, and the one I [Pete Frantonius] 
would want to see, a “Come As You Are” coffee party. [See also “Summer Picnics” 
and “Progressive Dinners” later in this booklet.] According to Joan Grygel: 

The women’s club also hosted a plant swap in the spring and an 
annual Christmas party. Two huge red stockings—one for men and 
one for women— were filled with gifts brought by attendees. People 
took turns drawing out a gift (purchased for a defined nominal 
amount) and enjoyed cocktails and nibbles. After about 1983 or so, 
the party was disbanded due, I think, to a lack of a host house. I think 
dues for the Women’s Club were $1 per meeting, with the money 
going toward the area-wide parties. I guess we felt that charity begins 
at home. As more and more women began working outside the home 
and lives became more hectic, the women's club attendance waned. 
 
 
 

THE PARK AND POND 
 

For many years, different teens and families mowed the park. For spring and fall 
clean-up days everyone who was able was asked to come to the park and help. A lack 
of time and interest (and, at one point, teenagers) led to hiring out the mowing and 
cleaning up. Now the majority of the association money is spent on landscaping and 
grounds and pond maintenance.  
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Pat Deemer recalls this about the pond and park:  
In the beginning there was a sturdy dock in the middle of the western 
end of our pond. I believe there were some gravel and sand making a 
beach. So swimming was okay, and all my kids took good advantage 
of it and we spent many summer hours enjoying the water. We stay-at-
home moms watched each other’s kids and sometimes swam too. But 
as time went on, the quality of the water lessened, and insurance costs 
rose. The dock was removed, taking away much of the focus for the 
swimming. Later, the park was deeded to the home owners, and 
insurance permitting swimming grew more prohibitive. All I can say is 
it was great while it lasted. 

I need to mention the skating in winter. The water must freeze 
smooth with little or no snow, so not every winter had good skating.  
Now people have machines that help clear the ice. Often a hockey field 
appears plowed and clear.  

The land for the park in the beginning was merely stubble, mowed by 
Ed Sandman. My boys could play touch football or maybe a pick-up bit  
of baseball, occasionally losing a ball in the water, but not enough to  
deter them long.  
 
 

SUMMER PICNICS 
 
Over the years, the timing and style of the neighborhood picnic has changed. For quite 
a while, the picnic was a “let’s get together and share” affair always held in the 
summer. In the last number of years it’s been transformed into an early fall event that 
is mostly catered. In the early years, everyone paid a set amount per family to pay for 
the corn and soft drinks. Later, as the homeowners' treasury could afford it, the picnic 
was free. Dorie Monahan reports:  

I want to tell you a bit about the early picnic years, which were “do it 
yourself.” Everyone provided the picnic equipment, grills, picnic 
tables, benches, coolers, garbage cans, etc. Truck pick-up routes were 
set up to gather all the picnic stuff. The teenagers loved working on the 
pickup trucks. The set-up committee arranged everything, lit the 
charcoal grills, set up the volleyball net, and so on. Later everyone 
came down with their food and chairs and cooked whatever they 
wanted. There was corn that was grilled by lots of volunteers (guys!!). 
There was always plenty—as well as soda, iced tea, and lemonade. 
Desserts were shared. Later there were always a very spirited 
volleyball game, kids and adult games with little prizes, golf chipping 
for money, and some years canoe races rounded out the old-fashioned, 
good-time picnic. Afterwards, the clean-up committee cleaned up  



everything, loaded the trucks for their return run, and left the lakeside 
park spotless. 

One nice addition to the current picnic is the port-a-potty. [Pete  
Frantonius adds: Ruth Monico deserves credit for providing that one 
modern amenity to the annual picnic. I’m not sure who added the beer, 
but I’ve heard it keeps a few residents up later than normal!] 
 

Here’s what the Knaaks thought about Acorn Acres activities:   
The annual picnic in the park for the Knaak family was how we got to 
know a lot of people in a short time. Everyone was so welcoming. In 
turn, we became involved and helped with the planning, gathering picnic 
tables, chairs, grills, and setting up and cleaning up. It became a time to 
socialize, catch up on what was going on in the various neighborhoods. 
Games seem to evolve from adult games, to children’s games, which 
evolved into family games. The food evolved from everyone pitching in, 
cooking, and bringing a dish to pass to having the whole affair catered. It 
gave the Acorn Acres board an informal setting to show off the park and 
gather input from the residents about how things were going. In some 
cases the picnic continued long after the sun went down with late night 
singing around a campfire or adjournment to someone’s home for “a 
beer.” Ask Franz Fauley and Don Carone about the year of the lawn 
tractor race.  Of course the fire truck became an important part of the 
picnic experience. 
 
Past games included water balloon tossing contests, which usually came after the 

raw egg tossing contest and watermelon seed spitting contest for obvious clean-up 
reasons. Older kids enjoyed these games with their parents (who enjoyed acting like 
kids). The raccoons took care of the egg shell clean up later at night.  Younger kids 
enjoyed face painting, climbing on Don Carone's fire truck and, when Hawthorn 
Woods police visited, getting honorary badges and turning on the siren in the squad 
car. The lawn mower race one year involved quite a bit of good-natured cheating, 
with some riders cutting through backyards of Robin Crest and Bruce Circle South 
and lying in ambush to join the others and beat them to the finish line. 
  
 
 

PROGRESSIVE DINNERS 
 
The annual progressive dinner is a tradition started by the informal Acorn Acres 
Women's Club in 1971 (or earlier). Usually held during the winter doldrums, it gives 
neighbors a chance to get out of their hibernation for an evening of socializing.  
Today, the main course is catered, so the host and hostess can concentrate on enjoying  
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their guests instead of cooking. Here’s what Dana Knaak had to say about the 
progressive dinner tradition: 

The progressive dinner became one of the big social events of the year. 
It gave folks a chance to have dinner with people they did not normally 
socialize with. It was a rich time for telling stories and reliving “the old 
days.” As is done today, attendees didn’t know where they would be 
eating until they drew a number that related to a host house.   
 
 

OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD ACTIVITIES  
AND ANTICS 

 
Although not as firmly established as the traditional summer (fall) picnic and winter 
progressive dinner, other activities and antics belong in a book of Acorn Acres lore. 
Most were one-time events, although over time some may become entrenched in 
tradition. One that seems to have promise for the future is the use of the fire pits at the 
park for late-night sing-alongs or for hot chocolate and marshmallows after ice skating. 
Following (in no particular order) are other events of note. First, Dana Knaak reports  
on some car shows at the park: 

For one or two years a car show took place. The road in front of Bob 
Leslie’s house was blocked off, and anyone who had an antique car, 
motorcycle, tractor, fire truck, or just a nice car brought the cars down 
for a day of fun in the sun. Food was provided and of course there was a 
lot of socialization. Some wonderful vehicles were displayed by Doug 
Allen, Mitch Beiser, Don Carone, Franz Fauley, Joe Kemper, Tom 
McGuire, Hank Solberg, and Bob Farrell—there may have been others 
as well. 
 
In October of 1976, the light fixtures were removed from the entrance to Acorn 

Acres to prevent theft during Halloween. However, the spirit was still there. Lydia 
treated the neighborhood kids to huge homemade taffy apples. They were reported to 
be softball-sized apples. In 1997, Don Carone began using his 1967 fire truck on 
Halloween to carry about 20 Acorn Acres children from house to house trick-or-
treating. It was and still is quite a sight!   
  
This story comes from Dorie Monahan:   

In the spring of 1979, Acorn Acres was privileged to host a flock of 
beautiful flamingos. They were quite tame and very friendly. Their first 
nest was between the Koesters and the Grygels on Robin Crest. Mom 
and Dad flamingo didn’t seem to mind curious neighbors admiring their  
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